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Introduction


The Republic of the Philippines is richly endowed with a variety of wetland areas which include mangroves; coral reefs; seagrass beds; lakes and reservoirs; rivers, estuaries and deltas; marshes; swamps; and rice paddies.  Because of the country’s extensive coastline (over 18,400 kilometers in 7,107 islands) coastal wetland types prevail, though other types are well represented and are ecologically and economically significant.


Human dependence on wetlands is high.  A high proportion of human settlements is located on sea coasts, the shores of lakes or beside rivers, in order to take advantage of the range of benefits that wetlands provide.  Many of the communities along the coastline are dependent on fishing for their livelihood, and are thus dependent on the productivity of the mangroves, estuaries, seagrass beds, coral reefs and algal flats to maintain fish, shrimp, crab and mollusk populations.  Mangrove forests and coral reefs frequently serve as sources of subsistence or income-support during hard times. Inland, the agricultural community frequently depends on the flow-regulation function of wetlands to maintain river flows during the dry season.  Other communities depend on the lake fisheries for their livelihoods.  With the increasing urbanization, there is a growing dependence on wetlands, whether natural or artificial, for a reliable water supply to cities.


In recent years, there has been increasing recognition in the Philippines of the importance of the country’s wetlands, stemming in large part from the work of NGOs and POs with coastal fishing communities, but also deriving from the work of government agencies charged with the conservation of natural resources.  The Integrated Protected Areas System Project of DENR has focused attention on the need for a comprehensive system of reserves to protect the diversity of natural features, including wetlands.  Until now there has not been a corresponding focus on the need to manage those wetlands which are outside protected areas in such a way as to ensure that their benefits continue to be available.

The concepts of integrated planning and management and sustainable development are beginning to be recognized at the program development levels of government.  Unfortunately this recognition is occurring even as the values of wetlands in many areas are under serious threat from a range of impacts.


The time is now ripe for the Government of the Philippines to adopt a program of actions to ensure the maintenance of wetland benefits which can contribute, through sustainable use, to the development process and the quality of life in the Philippines.


This Action Plan sets out a series of actions which will be undertaken over the next few years to enhance wetland conservation.


It should be noted that this Action Plan deals with the whole range of wetlands in the Philippines, including those which are within protected areas and those which are outside protected areas.  Both can be managed in such a way as to provide an ongoing optimal range of benefits, though the priority given to a particular benefit may depend on whether the wetland has protected area status or not.

